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Putting God First in Living and Giving 
 

Do we worship idols? The answer may surprise you. 

During the month of October, we will hear about God’s generosity and our response as we experience 
the stewardship program, first: putting GOD first in living and giving, developed by author and pastor 
Mike Slaughter of Ginghamsburg Church. There will be opportunities to better understand His generosity 
and our response during worship services, in small groups, in youth and children’s classes, and in devo-
tions that can be used at church or at home. 

We are made in God’s image and are meant to be creators of life and hope, not the consumers of our 
culture’s shiny gods. We have the ability to change the world and create a legacy that will live forever in 
the lives of generations to follow. That legacy starts when each of us takes the hard steps of financial dis-
cipline and fulfilling the call to generosity that God has placed in all of us.  

The goal of this stewardship program is neither to make you feel guilty nor to say that you have to be 
exactly like this or that person. The goal is for all of us to ask questions of ourselves and to be open to 
God who leads us in how we live our lives -- if we are ready to listen.  

During the four-week program, we’ll be challenged in a number of different ways. We’ll be asked to 
look for the idols in our own lives (Hint: Most of them aren’t animals made of gold) and name the ways 
these idols enslave us, holding us back from living in the freedom that God desires for us.  

We’ll be challenged to consider the place that money, work, and debt have in our own lives. What are 
our common understandings of these, and might the witness of Scripture lead us to some new under-
standings? 

We’ll be challenged to ask ourselves what it means for us to be faithful, to save, and to give. How do 
we balance all the competing interests in our lives? What priorities does God want us to have? 

Finally, we’ll be challenged to give with our hearts, not out of obligation or a sense of duty and not 
just when we think the recipient deserves our gift. Instead, we’ll be challenged to give the way God 
gives—freely, fully, with no favorites or expectations of repayment. 

It is our prayer that, by the end of October, we will have begun to grow into the individuals and the 
church that God knows we can be. Please join us in first: putting GOD first in living and giving. 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
500 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 

(757) 229-1771  www.williamsburgumc.org 
 

Stewardship Program Begins Sunday, October 6!! 



 

Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

A certain county agent had to go to a farm in his jurisdiction to talk with the 
farmer about a matter of county business. Walking up the dirt road leading to the 
farm, he encountered signs that read things like: “Trespassers will be shot,” “Beware 
of Dog,” “Keep Out…This Means You!” Finally arriving at the door, he was greeted by 
a smiling, congenial farmer. When the county agent was ready to leave, the farmer 
said to him, “Come and see me again sometime. I don’t get many visitors up this 
way.” Well, no wonder. The entrance to his farm did not indicate that the visitor 
would be greeted with much in the way of warm hospitality. Only a very determined 
person would make the effort in the first place. I hope something like that never hap-
pens in the church. Still, there are always some who after visiting a church walk away 
feeling as though they were not welcome. 

The concept of hospitality has strong biblical significance. When we are together 
as the people of God, we ought to be welcoming of one another. We ought to be 
hospitable. Hebrews 13:1-2 states it well: Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. It’s like Jesus’ message in Matthew 25 (I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you 
did not visit me…Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.), we are taking a real chance when we slight certain people; 
you see, they might just turn out to be angels you did not know about! 

The deeper purpose of biblical hospitality is to remind those of us in the family of 
God about our calling to be genuinely hospitable to one another. In the background 
looms the even brighter message about God’s hospitality to each and every one of 
us, a hospitality which God showed us in the ministry of God’s own blessed son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

When someone visits our church the first impression a guest leaves with deter-
mines whether they will be back. Research has shown that what leaves the biggest 
impression on first-time guests and what effect it has on their decision to return the 
following week is the friendliness of the people. Regardless of denominational affilia-
tion, attractiveness of the facilities, eloquence of the preacher, breadth of the pro-
gram, or quality of the music, visitors seem to be most impressed with friendliness. 

One of the reasons we ask everyone in our congregation to adopt the “Circle of 
Ten” is so that no one will feel that they are not welcome. What is the “Circle of 
Ten”?  Simply, we ask you to greet with a warm welcome everyone who is within a 
ten-foot circle of you. That way no one is left out of the circle of hospitality.  

We need to get specific about our own ministry of hospitality. Perhaps, for in-
stance, you have the gift of gab – the ability to talk at ease with just about anyone. 
You could be an effective greeter to the strangers who visit our church. You could be 
that little spark of light to many longtime members of the church to whom no one 
else seems to speak or give notice. On the other side of the coin, you can be one of 
those church members who responds in a vital way when others greet you. Someone 
else takes the initiative and shows enough of a caring spirit to say “Good morning” to 
you, but sometimes all that can be observed in response is a faint grunt of acknowl-
edgment or a slight tip of the head. But out of this initial hospitality shown one an-
other in the church needs to blossom a deeper hospitality whereby people come to 
know that God loves them and cares for them, too. Now, that’s food for thought! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

What is worship to you?  For some people, Sunday morning worship is a 
duty to be performed, an obligation to be filled.  For others, worship is an entertain-
ing performance to be watched.  Still other people find worship to be a time and 
place to connect deeply with God.  Our experience of worship is dependent on many 
factors, including our personal religious history, our own personality, and even what sort of 
mood or situation we are in as we attend. 

Over the years I have served churches that used many styles of worship.  Some were highly 
liturgical and traditional, at others we used rock music, drums and videos on a regular basis.  While 
every church is unique, I’ve discovered over the years that the format of worship is more about per-
sonal and community preferences than any fundamental changes in the nature of worship.  We are 
all striving to connect with God in some way.  In our community there are three United Methodist 
churches, and I think we would all agree that our worship styles are vastly different—yet we all 
strive to serve God. 

 

26So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29If 

you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.   

       — Galatians 3:26-29  
   

One good reminder as we participate in worship is that it is not really for us, it is for God.  In 
fact, we are commanded to make disciples for Jesus Christ—that means being willing to lift our eyes 

from our own experience and welcome others.  A good rule of thumb that Rev. Jones has men-
tioned is to greet everyone within a ten foot circle of yourself.  I would add, when the service is 

over and you are enjoying some time to chat, make it a practice to find someone who doesn’t 
look familiar and talk to them.  Perhaps they are visitors, or members you haven’t met 

before.  Either way, you are drawing someone else into connection with God, you 
are making disciples! 

So this week as you attend worship, give a thought to 
what it means to you.  Perhaps set aside some of your less 
inspired reasons for attending and give greater effort to 
connection with the Holy Spirit.  May you grow in your dis-

cipleship each and every week! 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

http://biblehub.com/galatians/3-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/galatians/3-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/galatians/3-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/galatians/3-29.htm
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
October 2013 – UMW Circle Meetings 

Clarke/Heritage Circle 
Tuesday, October 1 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  

Carla Hook will speak on “Empowering Action for 
Persecuted Christians.”  A brown bag lunch will 

follow the meeting. 
 

Jean Craig Circle 
Tuesday, October 1 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel 
Activities Room.  The program will be given by 
Rev. Max Blalock of the Wesley Foundation. 

 

Susanna Wesley Circle 
Wednesday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  
Our speaker will be Vikki DiToto who will talk about 

Shepherd’s Fold. 
 

Olive Casey Circle 
Monday, October 7 at 9:30 a.m. in the Church Den.  

Our program will focus on the “Harsh Reality of 
Women in Prison” with Lena McClary sharing her life 
story and prison experience.  Joan Porter is Lena’s 
friend and advocate and will bring her to the circle. 

 

Carol Scott Circle 
Tuesday, October 8 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Den.  

Mary Beth Sams will speak of her recent 
experience in the mission field.  She is the daughter 

of Mike and Sharon Sams. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle 
Tuesday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.   We 

will be labeling and decorating all of our canning 
projects. 

 

Friendship Circle 
Monday, October 14 at 10:30 a.m. in Room 309.  

 

Windsor Meade Circle 
Monday, October 14 at 10:30 a.m. at 

WindsorMeade Hall.   Rev. Vince Sutlive will speak 
about his experiences working with the Prison 

Ministries. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle 
Tuesday, October 15 at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Williamsburg Landing Main Building.   

Important Dates to Remember 
 

 UMW York River District Annual Meeting – Saturday, October 5 

 WUMW Prayer and Self-Denial – Saturday, October 12 at 10:00 a.m. in 

Fellowship Hall 

 41st UMW Conference Annual Meeting (VUMAC) – Saturday, October 

26-Sunday, October 27 

 WUMW Local Board Meeting – Monday, October 28 at 7:00 p.m. in 

Room 309 

Bread for the World Offering of Letters 
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s leaders and decision makers to 

end hunger.   On October 6, the Social Action Committee of United Methodist Women  invites you to stop by 
the Atrium and write letters  to members of Congress advocating for policies that will 
help end hunger in the United States and around the world.  Everyone should do their 
part to end hunger by protecting vital programs.  We live in the world’s wealthiest na-
tion, yet 50 million Americans struggle to put food on the table.  Worldwide, 1.29 billion 
people still live in extreme poverty on less than $1.25 per day.  Make your voice heard 
in Congress by speaking out for the needs of hungry and poor people.  Please stop by 
the tables in the Atrium and make a difference.  



 

Bazaar News 
Something New This Year . . . 

Do you remember during our previous Bazaars carrying  around so many shopping 
bags filled with purchases that you could barely shop anymore?  We have fixed that 
problem this year with a Package Holding Room!  Once you have paid for your pur-
chases, bring them to room 207 to be safely held until you are ready to leave.  The room 
will even remain open 30 minutes after the Bazaar ends, so you will have plenty of time 
to complete your shopping. 

Also new this year, if you are looking for special gift ideas, check 
out the Holiday Booth for pre-wrapped gift baskets, bowls and trays.  There are gifts 
for Christmas, Easter, and Thanksgiving as well as eye-catching hostess gifts, teacher 
gifts or a gift for the person who have everything! 

We will be collecting items every Friday in October from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm in 
room 303.  Questions about the Bazaar may be directed to co-chairs Carolyn Murno, 
259-9833 or Bonnie Knizatko, 253-0992. 

Join Us  

Sunday, October 13 
As part of our anniversary celebration, rededi-

cate yourself to the membership pledge to uphold 
our church with your prayers, presence, gifts, ser-
vice and witness. Visit the Fellowship Hall between 
worship services for the opportunities to engage in 
service, witness, prayer and stewardship. Coffee 
and refreshments will be served. 

Consider participating in the 50 Acts of Service 
initiative, an important aspect of the anniversary 
celebration to inspire the continued good work at 
our church, within our community and beyond. A 50 
Acts of Service list of opportunities with specific ac-
tions for the fall and winter season will be distrib-
uted.  To celebrate our previous acts of service, if 

you have pictures or memorabilia 
from past mission trips, please 
bring them to the atrium to display 
on the morning of  October 13. 

Celebrating 200 Years 
of Ministry  

&  
50 Years 

On Jamestown Road 

Spaghetti Dinner 
The United Methodist Men's Annual Spaghetti 

Dinner will be held Friday, October 25 from 5:00 
p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   Methodist 
Men will be selling tickets for this event following 
the 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services on October 
6, 13,  and 20.  Adult tickets are $9.00 each, 
and children under 12 are $3.00 each.  We will 
also will have  quarts of our special-recipe spaghetti 
sauce available for purchase during the dinner. All 
proceeds go to support the Harbour Scholarship 
Fund.   

In the last three years alone, UMM awarded 
more than $8,000 in Harbour Scholarships.  Plan to 
join us for an evening of fun and fellowship among 
our members and friends.  At the same time, you 
will be helping to fund scholarships for several of 
the finest divinity school students in our faith com-
munity.    



 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

Theme:  “David the King” 

Stewardship Study:  “First,” by Mike Slaughter 
 

Preschool (Room 207) 

Kindergarten and First Grade (Room 201) 

Second and Third Grades (Room 302) 

Fourth and Fifth Grades (Room 301) 

 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

Gather in room 182 

“LINC:  Youth Connecting Faith to Life” 

Stewardship Study:  “First,” by Mike Slaughter 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  

Aldersgate (Wesley Hall) 
“My Last Sermon” by Tex Rathcamp (10/6); 

“Leaving Behind ‘Left Behind’” by Rev. Bill Jones 
(10/13); “Are Mainline Christians Interested in being 
Saved?” by Rev. Vince Sutlive (10/20); “This is My 
Story” by Bob Spencer (10/27). 
 

Bishop McKendree Class (Room 102) 
Report on annual Conference (10/6); Meet Rev. 

Kay Barre’ (10/13); Stewardship Study, “Shiny 
Gods” (10/20 and 10/27) 
 

Christian-Life Connection Class  (Room 309) 
Study:  “Why,” by Adam Hamilton 

 

College Age Class  (Room 353) 
FaithLink curriculum weekly topics listed in the 

bulletin 
 

Fellowship Class (Room 103) 
 Adult Bible Study series lessons 

 

The Gathering  (Room 209) 
Stewardship Study:  “Shiny Gods,” by Mike 

Slaughter 
 

Marvin Willard Bible Study Class (Room 174) 
Study of the Old Testament using DVD-based 

lectures by Professor Amy-Jill Levine of the Vander-
bilt University Divinity School.  

 

Fall Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study  

Wednesdays from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
(Fellowship Hall) 

Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
(Room 171) 

"Journeying with Jesus - the Great Exorcist, Popular 
Miracle-Worker and Authoritative Teacher in the 

Gospel of Mark."  
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

(Room 171) 

“Wonder Struck:  Awaken to the Nearness of God,” 
by Margaret Feinberg 

Leader:  Sandy vanLeliveld 
 

Monday Night Book Study Group 
(Church Den) 

Mondays from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

“Evolving in Monkey Town,” by Rachel Held Evans 

Leader:  Peter Morgan 
 

Happiness Class 
(Church Den) 

Tuesdays from 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

"Being all that God Created You to Be"  

October Sunday School Classes for All Ages 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES (cont.) 

Searchers Class (Room 171) 
Stewardship Study:  “Shiny Gods,” by Mike 

Slaughter 
 

Special in His sight 
(Room 306) 

“Access” Curriculum 
 

World Religions  
(Room 101) 

Study of Islam    



 

Youth Ministry News 
 

Looking Ahead To Upcoming Youth Activities: 
 

October 12 William & Mary Football 
Game & Tailgate Meet at 
church at 2:45 p.m. for 3:30 
p.m. game.  Tickets—$12.  Pick
-up at church by 6:00 p.m. 

 

November 8-10 Middle School Fall Retreat 
at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, 
VA  Registration Fee is $120 if 
paid by October 28 and $130 
after October 28. 

 

December 6-8 High School Fall Retreat at 
Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, 
VA  Registration Fee is $120 if 
paid by November 25 and $130 
after November 25. 

Mother’s Day Out 
Supplies Needed!! 

Mother’s Day Out (MDO) is collecting classroom/
playground supplies during the month of October.  
Donated items may be placed in the Atrium.  MDO 
is an important, self-funding outreach ministry of 
the church to local young families.  Collection of 
supplies ensures that more money can be used for 
the program itself.  Suggested items are:  

Special Children’s 

Program 

 

 
 

“The Creator’s Kids: Artists in Training” is a 
program for children in 1st thru 5th grades and 
meets every third Wednesday.  Our next meeting 
will be October 16 and will continue through May 
21, 2014 .  Questions?  Contact Michelle Johnson, 
leader (634-4678).  

Have you and your family been searching for 
ways to meet and get better acquainted with other 
families at WUMC?  Then come join us for Family 
Night on Sunday, October 20 from 4:00 to 6:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall.  We will enjoy food and 
fellowship plus a special art project with Michelle 
Johnson of “The Creator’s Kids” program.  In addi-
tion, the new Veggie Tale's movie, "MacLarry & the 

Stinky Cheese Battle", will be the featured 
film. Pizza will be provided, and we only ask 

that you bring one of the following 
items: veggies, fruit, chips, deserts, or 

drinks.   
There is a 

signup sheet at 
Connection Cor-
ner.  
 

For questions or more information, contact Tennille 
Powell at scottandtennille@hotmail.com.   

Tissues 

Glitter 

Markers 

Washable Tempera Paint (all colors) 

Construction Paper (all colors) 

Paintbrushes (thick & skinny) 

Economy-size Jug of Glue 

Latex Gloves for Diaper Changing 

2 Kindergarten/Pre-school Thick Nap 
Mats to be Used as Diaper Changing 
Pads 

Playground Balls 

For more information about Mother’s Day Out, 
please contact Interim Director, Juli Zacharias (229-
1771) or jzacharias@williamsburgumc.org or 
MDO Board Chair, Melissa Cantrell (220-1446). 

Family Movie Night 

mailto:scottandtennille@hotmail.com
mailto:jzacharias@williamsburgumc.org


 

Winter time can be 
difficult, especially for 
the homeless. That’s 
why churches through-
out Williamsburg and 
James City County have 

gotten together to pro-
vide overnight emergency 

shelter to those who need it most. This is low bar-
rier shelter available to those without adequate 
housing at a time when being out of doors puts 
them most at risk. We are partnering with members 
of St. Stephen Lutheran Church to open the doors 
of Williamsburg United Methodist Church during the 
week of November 17-24 (and again January 12-
19). The Local Outreach Work Area at WUMC is or-
ganizing our shelter week. Our church has the 
space and the facilities to provide meals and sleep-
ing areas (separate for men, women, and families) 
for 25 guests.  

What can you do to help? We need the people 
of WUMC to do the tasks that make sure that the 
program runs smoothly and that make our guests 
feel welcome. Guests will start arriving at 5:30 p.m. 
in the evening.  They will have dinner and an activ-
ity after dinner. Lights out will be at 10:00 p.m. and 
wake up is at 6:00 a.m. Guests will have breakfast 
and leave, and the church will be ready for normal 
activities by 7:30 a.m.  

There are five main areas for which people are 
needed:  

1. Intake, to sign guests in and make sure they 
have their bedding for the night 

2. Prepare and serve dinner and optional after-
dinner activity 

3. Overnight, to sign in guests who arrive late 
from work and to make sure the guests rest 
comfortably 

4. Prepare and serve breakfast 

5. Sign out and clean up for the day  

We ask that your Sunday School class or group 
adopt one day during that week and provide the 
people to do the tasks outlined. If your group is 
small or you want to serve by yourself, we can help 
team you up. Each shift will have leaders who are 
there to provide guidance. Please let us know if you 
would be interested in serving as a shift leader. If 
you or your group would like more information, 
please call the church office at 229-1771 and they 

Thanksgiving Mission 

Morning ---  

Out of our Gratitude! 
The tradition continues!  For almost 20 years 

our congregation has prepared turkey dinners on 
Thanksgiving morning and 
delivered them to folks in the 
community who might other-
wise have no special meal or 
visitor on that day.  This year 
we will again prepare food for 
450 hungry people so we will 
need help with cooking, pack-
aging and delivering the 
meals. 

This community service is made possible by con-
tributions from our congregation.  Shopping lists will 
be distributed after the worship services on Novem-
ber 3 & 10 requesting canned sweet potatoes, 
green beans, cranberry sauce, and a check for $15.  
The money purchases meat, stuffing, gravy, rolls, 
pies, fruit, and supplies for the morning’s hands-on 
projects.  Watch the Sunday bulletin inserts in Octo-
ber and November for details. 

You will be able to sign up to help with our 
Thanksgiving Mission Morning at the 50th anniver-

sary celebration on Sun-
day, October 13 during 
the Sunday School 
hour, or by calling the 
church office to register 
after November 1. 

 

Your Local Outreach Team   

will put you in contact with the organizers. Also look 
for us at the 50 Acts of Service celebration on Octo-
ber 13.  

 Local Outreach Work Area 

Emergency Homeless Shelter 



 

Nothing Says Lovin’ 
Like a Nice Warm 

Coat! 
Fall is coming, ready or not!  And our children 

will soon need nice warm coats to wear to school 
and to play.  For many years our church has col-
lected new coats for the children that attend the 
Head Start program in the Historic Triangle Center 
on Waller Mill Road.  The aim of Head Start is to 
prepare youngsters for entry into kindergarten.  The 
children are 3 to 5 years old.  We need coats for 
both girls and boys, sizes 4, 5, 6, 6x, and 7.   

Please place them in the bins in 
the reception area during the 
month of October. 

Your Local Outreach Team 

It's Not Too Late . . . 
Please, Join Us! 

I am offering a whole new Happiness program, 
"On Being All God Created You To Be", for the 
fall.  The class meets on Tuesdays from 1:30 p.m. - 
3:00 p.m. in the Church Den. I know you may not 
be able to make it every week but hope you will 
come when you can.  Some of you are working, so 
feel free to bring a bag lunch and eat while we talk. 

I believe you will find this program extremely 
helpful in many, if not all, areas of your 
life.  Through quotes, scriptures, writings of various 
authors, videos and CDs, interactive exercises, dis-

cussion, and prayer, it is my belief that the class 
will bring you to a deeper understanding of 
how life really works and how we can discover 
and live the life purpose for which God created 

each of us. 

This class will lay the founda-
tion for some serious spiritual con-
cepts I plan to offer in the winter/
spring 2014. 

Blessings, Jeanne Forrest 

Community Showcases 
Respite Care Art 

Artwork created at Respite Care of WUMC will 
be on display for the community at two venues in 
October.  The downtown Williamsburg Regional Li-
brary Gallery, will exhibit our art throughout the 
month of October.  In addition, on Thursday, Octo-
ber 17 from 5:30 p.m. - 
7:30 p.m., New Town Art 
Gallery will host an Alz-
heimer’s Association 
event featuring some of 
our Respite guest crea-
tions!  Stop by and enjoy 
the individual life stories 
discovered through art! 

I’m Trying to Make Connections 

Ben 

 

He traced the shape and painted carefully inside the lines.  “It doesn’t 
have the feeling of something solid.  It needs to get involved.  The inside 

parts are all connected.  This could be trees or a country.  I’m just trying to 
make connections.” 

Ben remembers his family, playmates, growing up in Texas and travel-
ing with the Navy.  The memory most important in his life right now is of 

flying supplies to people in need in another country. 

“I want to help people in need.  It’s not always easy to help people, but 
it brings joy.” 

“It makes you feel so good if you can help someone.” 

“It was a long time before I met up with Pat, but I hit the jackpot with 

her.” 

Respite Care will open on Saturday, October 26 
from 9:00 a.m. - noon, to care for seniors with spe-
cial needs, enabling family caregivers to participate 

in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s.  Regis-
tration forms for Respite Care 
must be in by October 16.  Atten-
dance is limited to 18 people.  Contact 
Carolyn Yowell for more information 
including a registration form (229-
1771 ext 354). 

Respite Care Supports 



 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Music for October 
 

October 6: World Communion Sunday 

The adult choirs sing “They Who Wait for 
the Lord” by John Carter; Michelle Knipple, 

guest clarinetist. 
 

October 13: Children’s Sabbath Sunday 

The Canticles of Praise sing with the adult 
choirs presenting “Prayer of the Children” by 

Kurt Bestor, arr. by Andrea Klouse. 
 

October 20: 

The adult choirs sing “Prayer” by Rene 
Clausen, text by Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  
Chancel Orchestra accompanies the congre-

gational hymns. 
 

October 27: Youth Sunday 

Canticles of Praise will lead the entire service 
with special anthems and service music. 

ECMS News 
With the school’s 25th anniversary year ap-

proaching in 2014, the Early Childhood Music School 
Board is already busy planning A Silver Salute to 
ECMS!   Kicking off the yearlong celebration will be 
the fourth annual Sweetheart Banquet, a benefit for 
Project Outreach.  If you haven’t attended this 
event, you’ve missed an elegant evening of catered 
cuisine and enchanting entertainment.  If you have 
attended, you can expect the 2014 Banquet to be 
extra special!  So, invite your sweetheart now and 
save the date:  

Friday, February 7, 2014 

Space Available 
As of this writing, we have just completed our 

first week of rehearsals for the Carol Choir, Joyful 
Noise Ringers, and Wesley Choir.  Thursday night is 
a busy night making music and singing praises to 
our Lord!  We have room 
for you!  Please come out 
and join in the fun singing 
and ringing together!  The 
schedule has been adjusted 
slightly.   

Please make note of 
the new schedule: 
 

Carol Choir meets in Room 173 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. on Thursdays. 

Joyful Noise Ringers meets in Room 112 from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. on Thursdays. 

Wesley Choir meets in Room 173 from 6:15 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Thursdays. 

 

 

For further information, please 
contact Lou-Anne Smith 

(229-1771 x259) or 
lsmith@williamsburgumc.org. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 

away during the month of 
September: 

Almer Atwood, 
father of Mary A. Logan 

Jack Rascoe 

Don Steberl 

Financial 
Information 

Financial Information 

At the beginning of fiscal year 2012, your Fi-
nance Committee made a commitment to the con-
gregation to keep you informed on the church’s fi-
nances.  This information has been presented in 
three different ways.  The prior month’s financial 
data has been included in your Sunday bulletin.  
There has been an article in each edition of the 
Messenger and recently the church website includes 
a section on church finances.  In addition, all Fi-
nance Committee meetings are open meetings and 
anyone is welcome to attend. 

 

August Data 

At the end of August, 66.7% of the year had 
passed.  Year-to-date income at the end of August 
was $1,097,907 or 65.3% of budget and year-to-
date expenses were $1,076,115 or 65.2% of 
budget.  For the first time this fiscal year, expenses 
exceeded $22,773 more than income for the month 
of August.  We are doing well for the year.  Pledged 
Income and Unpledged Gifts are running a little 
ahead of plan.   Admittedly income was down in 
August, but historically it usually is.  September is a 
five-Sunday month so we should quickly catch up.  
Pat yourself on the back for doing such a good job 
keeping your monetary commitment current.   

KEEP IT UP! 

 

2014 Budget 

The Standing Budget Committee has adopted 
and forwarded to the Stewardship Committee a 
$1,829,539 Desired Budget for 2014.  This proposed 
budget is “lean and mean” but will still allow the 
church to carry out its mission locally and beyond.  
You will hear much more about this during the 
month of October and will be given an opportunity 
on Sunday, November 3 to show your support. 
 

Bob Evans, Chair, Finance Committee 

Save the Date! 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend this year's 
Alternative Giving Fair at our church on Sunday,  

December 8 from 9:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and from 
noon until 1:30 p.m.  About 30-35 charities will  

participate in this Fair that celebrates gift-giving the 
true Christmas Spirit. 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

 
 

Born September 17, 2013 to  

Robert & Michelle Patterson. 

Granddaughter of Jean Patterson! 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

It’s A !! 

Lilly Marie Patterson 
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With cosmetic surgery in vogue, not to be outdone, the books in our church library collection 
have undergone a facelift.  Come in soon to see the transformation.  We think you’ll find the bright new 

spine labels, along with the updated, alphabetical lists of all the books in our collection most user-friendly 
and helpful in locating the resources you are seeking. 

This month’s featured resource is on prayer.  On display you’ll find books about prayer and collections of 
prayers.   Along with the classics like Foster’s, Prayer, Finding The Heart’s True Home and Christenson’s 
What Happens When Women Pray, new in our collection are:  Pray Like Jesus,  Teach Us To 
Pray:  Overcoming Obstacles To Daily Prayer, Could You Hurry Up The Dawn, Lord, and Help, 
Thanks, Wow.  In this little book Anne Lamott shares:  “I do not know much about God and prayer, but I 
have come to believe, over the last twenty-five years, that there’s something to be said about keeping prayer 
simple.  Help.  Thanks.  Wow.”  Check his out and see if you agree. 

Prayer is the focus in our children’s section as well.  We learn a lot about prayer from our parents, in Sun-
day School and from books like Learning About Prayer and What Happens When Children Pray.  But 
can trees, rocks, or a little black kitten teach us about prayer?  Check out Granddad’s Prayers Of The 
Earth, Thank You God for Rocks, and Jenny’s Prayer to find out. 

  

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”  --  Colossians 4:2 (NIV) 

Library News 


